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New Mexico Nonprofit Recognized for Groundbreaking Domestic Violence Program

Enlace Comunitario one of four in the nation to receive Mary Byron Project Award

Albuquerque, NM—this week the nationally recognized Mary Byron Project selected Enlace Comunitario’s Promotora Leadership Development Program as a model for the nation with the prestigious 2011 Celebrating Solutions Award. A panel comprised of national domestic violence experts select programs that demonstrate innovative and promising solutions to break the cycle of domestic violence
“It’s a thrill for us to recognize Enlace Comunitario — for their commitment and their creative approach to ending the horrible crime of domestic violence,” said Marcia Roth, Executive Director of the Mary Byron Project based in Louisville, Kentucky.  “Their work to empower victims and enlist them in the struggle to end domestic violence should serve as a model for others seeking to turn victims into survivors.”  The Award comes with $10,000 in recognition for Enlace’s efforts that will be used to help fund the 2012 Promotora Program.  More than 250 organizations were nominated to receive the award.  
Enlace Comunitario’s Promotoras Leadership Development Program is a grassroots Spanish-language domestic violence prevention program created and led by former domestic violence victims. Women who have previously utilized Enlace Comunitario’s domestic violence services are trained as community leaders – or promotoras – to teach their peers about healthy relationship techniques. The leaders commit to one year of service working with Enlace Comunitario to prevent domestic violence in the Latino immigrant community.  
“The Enlace promotoras are an inspiration for so many people experiencing domestic violence, as well as those working to prevent it,” said Claudia Medina, Executive Director of Enlace Comunitario. “They have the strength of character and personal experience that makes them better advocates for other battered immigrant women and children.”  
One promotora, Olivia Soriano, experienced firsthand how Enlace can stop domestic violence – in her life and for the immigrant women she speaks to every day in her work. “There aren’t words to express how it feels to know that there’s an organization like Enlace, an organization that supports you and can truly help you,” said Soriano. Since 2010, Enlace promotoras presented to over 700 Spanish-speaking community members.
Enlace Comunitario provides free domestic violence services in Spanish to victims and their children.  Their services include safety planning and crisis intervention, connecting clients to resources in the community, individual and group counseling, legal advocacy and representation, leadership development, and preventative community education.  If you are a Spanish-speaking domestic violence victim seeking safety, call Enlace Comunitario at: 505-246-8972. 

###
About Enlace Comunitario

Enlace Comunitario is a grassroots social justice organization created in 2000.   The mission of Enlace Comunitario is to eliminate domestic violence and promote healthy families in the Latino immigrant community in Central New Mexico through domestic violence intervention services in Spanish, preventative community education, policy advocacy, and leadership development.  To learn more about Enlace Comunitario and how you can help end domestic violence, visit Enlace’s website at: www.enlacenm.org.
About the Mary Byron Project

The Mary Byron Project – Fostering Innovations and Strategies to End Domestic Violence – was established in memory of the young woman whose murder led to the creation of VINE, an automated crime victim notification technology. As a nationally recognized thought leader on domestic violence, the Mary Byron Project cultivates and supports efforts that extend beyond crisis management to attack the root causes of this epidemic and help build safer, healthier communities. Learn more at www.marybyronproject.org.
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